CHAPTER XXII.
WANTED,    A    SETTLEMENT.
THE almost unanimous hostility shown by the English people not only to the Scottish invaders but to their native allies had been a startling revelation to the Royalists ; and it fully justified the confidence of Cromwell in his countrymen. Whatever might be in the future,, the reaction had not come yet. The nation had paid a tremendous price for deliverance from Star Chambers, High Commissioners, and sacred prerogatives, whether royal or episcopal. For the present, it had shown no disposition whatever to surrender the prize. This state of feeling removed all taint of insincerity from the outburst of joy that greeted the " crowning mercy " of Worcester. It would be a mistake however to suppose that popular gladness took the form of grateful affection for the Parliament. Ever since u Pride's Purge " the ultimate authority had resided in the council of the army. The fact was decently veiled; and Parliament had hitherto prudently abstained from, provoking its revelation. But amongst the people at large a dangerous habit had grown up, of regarding the army rather than the legislature as the instrument by which surviving abuses were to be swept away., and political perfection established.
The progress of opinion had concurred with the fortune of war to bring about this result. For the " New Model " army had consisted mainly of men in advance of their contemporaries. But by this time public opinion, so far as such a thing existed,*" had moved sensibly nearer to the ideas of the army on such matters as toleration, equality, legal abuses, and, to a more limited extent, on government by representation. But the theorists then, as always, formed only a small minority amongst English people. What public opinion demanded was measures, not systems. The pressure of tithes, the cumbrousness and extrava-
* Public opinion is the resultant of many more or less divergent individual opinions. Amongst nations or classes where individual opinion does not exist, there may "be panic or passion, Tout not public opinion.prospects of Stuart royalty were absolutely extinguished in the three kingdoms, for such time as it might please Heaven to keep Oliver Cromwell alive.
